1. Water Tower:

56 Street & 50 Avenue
As the oldest functioning water tower in Canada, this
structure is 42 meters high and dominates the City
skyline. Originally completed in 1909, it was completely
refurbished in 2005 and its capacity of 100,000 gallons
still forms part of the city’s reservoir system. The tower
is illuminated at night and serves as a beacon to the
downtown core entrance.

7. Burns Block:

5021-50 Avenue
Rebuilt in 1911 after a fire destroyed the original building,
this one storey building was first occupied by the Pat

experiencing two disastrous fires at other businesses
before he rebuilt this building circa 1908. His general
store passed down through his family for a period of
almost ninety years.

12. Imperial Bank of Commerce:

5005-50 Avenue
This impressive building was completed in 1909 and
was one of only four branches of the Imperial Bank of
Commerce in Alberta.

2. Peace Cairn:

4910-55A Street
This cairn was built in 1927 to commemorate 60 years
of peace between the Cree Indians of this area and the
Blackfoot Indians from Southern Alberta. Its original
location was in the “hills of peace” where two opposing
Indian Chiefs smoked a peace pipe. The cairn was moved
to its present location in 2006.

3. & 4. Memorial Cairn and Cenotaph:

Jubilee Park - 54 Street & 50 Avenue
Jubilee Park is named to commemorate the Golden Jubilee
of Queen Elizabeth II, and the Cenotaph in the East side
of the park commemorates the memory of the fallen in
both World Wars and the Korean conflict.
The Cairn in the West side of the park was erected in
1936 to recognize the efforts of Rev. McDougal and
Father Lacombe in preserving peace among the Indian
tribes of Alberta during the turbulent time of the Riel
Rebellion. Father Lacombe was also instrumental in
choosing the name “Wetaskiwin” for the city, replacing
the former utilitarian name “Siding 16” used by the
railway company.

5. Dr. A.A. Reeves Residence and Office:
5103-50 Avenue

The first building on this site can be traced back to
1893 and housed a variety of businesses including,
for many years, harness and saddler stores. Fire
destroyed the original building in 1935 and it was not
until 1941 that Dr. Reeves completed the building
that you see before you now. He used this building as
both his residence and clinic and successive medical
practitioners and lawyers occupied these premises
until 1980.

4820-50 Street
Built in 1903, this grand hotel offered the modern
conveniences of electricity, hot water and flushing toilets,
and included a bar where a glass of beer cost a nickel. The
adoption of Prohibition in 1915 substantially affected
the hotel bar’s profitability and it closed its doors in
1916. Reopened in 1918 as a hospital to accommodate
an overflow of returning wounded from World War I,
this building remained as a hospital until 1931. After an
extensive renovation in 1934, it reverted to its original
status as a hotel.

Burns and Company Meat Emporium and remained a
meat market until 1918. Successive owners included a
grocery store whose motto was “the store on the corner
that deals on the square”.
Mural: A Hershey’s Chocolate Bar mural is located on the
west-wall of the building.

8. Stanley Café:

5015-50 Avenue
One of ten livery stables in the City, the first building on
this site was destroyed by fire in 1909, and the present
structure completed in 1922. The Stanley Café was one of
the original tenants.

9. Royal Meat Market:

5013-50 Avenue
Built in 1911, the Royal Meat Market occupied the ground
floor of this building for almost sixty years. Complete with
the new invention of an electric refrigerator in the 1920’s,
this business retailed meat supplies until the 1970’s. The
upper storey housed variously owned photo studios until
1993.

10. Compton Block:
5011-50 Avenue

Clifford Compton was
a resilient early settler.
After fires destroyed two
establishments where he
worked, he completed
this sturdy brick building
in 1909 and operated a
grocery store from this
location.

6. Sacred Heart Catholic Church:

5113-49 Avenue
** The plaque can be viewed inside the church on their
memorial wall. This site was home to the first Roman
Catholic Church in the Wetaskiwin area, which was built
in 1894. In 1911 another church was erected (as seen
on the plaque) and was used until the new church was
constructed.

16. Prince of Wales Hotel:

11. Montgomery’s:

5007-50 Avenue
Another immigrant from Prince Edward Island, Hugh
Montgomery arrived in Wetaskiwin in 1898. After

Mural: A mural of a Grocer is located on the north wall of the
building.

13. Men’s Outfitter Store:

5003-50 Avenue
Constructed in 1906, the most prominent owner of this
men’s outfitter store was C.B. (Charlie) McMurdo. The
building remained in use as a department store until 1984
and the façade was restored in 1990.

14. Canadian Bank of Commerce:

5001-50 Avenue
Built in 1907 for a cost of $35,000 this bank had staff
accommodation on the second floor, but, unfortunately,
had to close its doors at the height of the great Depression
in 1936. Sold in 1937, this building housed a variety of
department stores, including Wetaskiwin’s first “Five
Cent to a Dollar” Store.

15. Nils Schmidt Wine and Spirit Store:
4912-50 Street
Built circa 1898, this
building housed the
original wholesale wine
and liquor business
but was forced to
close in 1915 due to
Prohibition. It then
became a hardware
store for many years.

Mural: As you cross the railway tracks you will see a mural
depicting Wetaskiwin citizens of various generations on the
west wall of the Moose Hall, 4915-49 Street.

17. George Owen’s Second Hand Store:

4919-49 Street
From its construction in 1906 up to 1913, this building
operated as a second hand store, auction sales building, and
had a barn behind where George Owen kept racehorses.

18. MacEachern Tea House:

4719-50 Avenue
This house was built in 1922 and was the home of the
MacEachern family for over forty years. MacEachern
was a miller by trade and helped establish the first grain
cleaning plant in Western Canada.

19. Wetaskiwin Court House:

4705-50 Avenue
Completed in 1907, this
magnificent
building
was designed by the
Provincial
architect,
A.M. Jeffers in a neo
renaissance style, and
became the new District
court house. Built at a
cost of $75,000, it is

25. Wetaskiwin Post Office:

constructed of solid red brick over a concrete and rubble
foundation. The foundation walls are two feet thick and
also contained two jail cells. The cannons in front were
captured from the Germans in World War I and gifted
to Wetaskiwin by the Dominion Government in 1920.
Recent additions at the sides and extensive restorations
inside, have retained the original building façade, and
enabled this building to now function as Wetaskiwin City
Hall in 2007.

5008-50 Avenue
Before 1891, mail for
Wetaskiwin was delivered
by stagecoach to the Bear
Hills Post Office, four
and a half miles out of
town. Built with Federal
Government funds in
1911, this red brick
building housed Wetaskiwin’s post office for some 60
years.

20. Condie House:

4728-50 Avenue
Built in 1912, this home remained as a residence until
1990, and was occupied by the Condie family until 1975.
The most prominent member of the Condie family was
Anna, who was an accomplished musician.

21. E.A. Reynolds Auto Service:

4812-50 Avenue
This building was completed in 1918 and purchased by
E.A. (Ted) Reynolds who operated from this location
repairing both vehicles and airplanes. Reynolds spent two
years in the Royal Flying corps during World War I.

22. Aboussafy and Murray Store:

5003-49 Street
Constructed in 1912 from bricks made by the Wetaskiwin
Brick Company, this building was purchased by Ameen
Aboussafy in 1913 and operated as a family owned grocery
store until 1964, when the business changed to a paint
and hardware store.

23. Railway Station:

5019-50 Street
The Calgary to Edmonton railroad was completed in
1891. The building you see before you was initially built in
1912 to accommodate a flourishing freight and passenger
service between Calgary and Edmonton. By 1912, there
were ten daily passenger trains stopping in Wetaskiwin
and the station was further extended. Due to declining
demand the passenger service was discontinued in 1985.
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26. Queens Hotel:

Mural: The Legion building across the street, at 5003-52
Avenue, displays a mural of the HMCS Wetaskiwin on the
south wall. The HMCS Wetaskiwin was a member of the Royal
Canadian Navy from its commission on December 17, 1940
until its service ended June 19, 1945. During its service, the
HMCS Wetaskiwin rescued 24 survivors of a torpedoed ship,
and aided in sinking the German submarine U-588 using
depth charges.

24. Wetaskiwin Electric Light Building:

5002-53 Avenue
This is Wetaskiwin’s first electrical plant, which was built
in 1905, and used hand fired coal furnaces to produce coal
gas, which fueled the electrical generators. The generators
produced sufficient direct current to run 1200 twentywatt bulbs.

5018-50 Avenue
The original Queens Hotel was actually two old houses
joined together, although they were later removed and
used as individual residences. The present building
was completed in 1902, but remodeled in 1909 into
two separate rental stores and have housed a variety of
businesses over the years.
Mural: As you move forward, you will notice the mural,
located on the east wall of 5104-50 Avenue, depicting rural
life in Wetaskiwin at the time of harvest.

27. Millinery and Dressmakers Shop:

5112-50 Avenue
Completed in 1903, this ladies store sold the latest fashion
in hats and employed a full time dressmaker. Dress prices
started at $1.50, but the owner, Mrs. Knapp, sometimes
had to accept eggs and butter in payment.

28. Alberta Government Telephones:

5116-50 Avenue
Originally built from locally manufactured brick,
this building was completed in 1915 to house Alberta
Government Telephones. Switchboard operators were
replaced by automatic dialing in 1958.

The name Wetaskiwin is derived from a Cree Indian phrase
which translates to “the hills where peace was made”.
The hills referred to are situated to the North of the City
(adjacent to the golf course). It is at this location, in 1867,
a Blackfoot Chief and a Cree Chief met in a dual. When
neither would give up, they smoked a peace pipe between
the two and they called it “Wetaskiwin”, “the hills where
peace was made”.
Wetaskiwin is one of Alberta’s oldest cities. Its rich history
is reflected in many of the downtown buildings, whose
construction dates from the late nineteenth century or early
twentieth century.
As you take a two-hour walking tour of the historic buildings
throughout the downtown core, you will learn about the
richness of Wetaskiwin’s heritage. Most buildings of historic
significance have a plaque attached outside which provides
fascinating details of its history.
A map is provided inside this brochure to help guide you as
you tour through the past.
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You are
here!
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